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NATURAL BORN CITIZEN 

In seeking the answers to constitutional questions, it is always best to search out the original intent of 
those who wrote our founding documents. Below, is the source our founders most likely used for 
defining the term "natural born citizen." 

BOOK I.  
LAW OF NATIONS  

By Emerich de Vattel (1714-1767) 

(Note: Vattel was a Swiss philosopher, diplomat and legal expert whose theories 
were used to lay the foundation of American government. George Washington, 
along with many other founding fathers, were known to have studied Vattel’s 
most famous work, "The Law of Nations.") 

CHAP. XIX.  
OF OUR NATIVE COUNTRY, AND SEVERAL THINGS THAT RELATE TO IT. 

§ 212. Citizens and natives. 

The citizens are the members of the civil society; bound to this society by certain duties, and subject 
to its authority, they equally participate in its advantages. The natives, or natural-born citizens, 
are those born in the country, of parents who are citizens. As the society cannot exist and 
perpetuate itself otherwise than by the children of the citizens, those children naturally follow the 
condition of their fathers, and succeed to all their rights. The society is supposed to desire this, in 
consequence of what it owes to its own preservation; and it is presumed, as matter of course, that 
each citizen, on entering into society, reserves to his children the right of becoming members of it. 
The country of the fathers is therefore that of the children; and these become true citizens 
merely by their tacit consent. We shall soon see whether, on their coming to the years of discretion, 
they may renounce their right, and what they owe to the society in which they were born. I say, that, 
in order to be of the country, it is necessary that a person be born of a father who is a citizen; 
for, if he is born there of a foreigner, it will be only the place of his birth, and not his 
country. 

 
 


